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Our mission is to empower all students to be self-directed, lifelong learners, who willingly contribute to their 
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Introduction 
 
The New York State Department of Health declined to issue specific guidance to schools and has recommended 
that schools follow the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics guidelines to 
launch the 2021-22 school year.  The CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics are consistent in 
recommending masks indoors and prioritizing in-person student attendance.  The administrative proposal is 
predicated upon the premise that the Arlington Central School District also values in-person attendance and is 
designed to promote regular in-person attendance to the greatest extent possible, while maintaining a safe and 
healthy environment for all students and staff.  The State Education Department has provided guidance 
consistent with the CDC and AAP on health and safety protocols. They have not mandated districts to provide a 
remote learning option.  
 
Proposal for Opening of Schools Fall 2021-22 
 
 It is recommended that the Arlington Central School District (ACSD) open for 100% in-person instruction 

five days a week for all our students. 
 That all students and employees will wear masks indoors except for lunch and designated mask breaks. 
 That all students will wear masks on buses. 
 That a minimum of three feet of physical distancing will be maintained at all times whenever possible. 
 Allows for families that do not elect to send their children to ACSD schools in-person the option to 

homeschool their children. 
 Ensures that lessons and resources for students who are required to quarantine or isolate will be 

provided through Google Classroom.  (Note:  The District is currently studying the feasibility of 
livestreaming portions of lessons for students who are required to quarantine or isolate.  Specific 
information on this aspect of the plan will be shared closer to the start of the school year.   

 Some additional considerations for delivery of instruction and/or related services may be implemented 
for students with IEPs and 504 Plans. 

 Updated information for students who participate in extracurricular activities will be communicated 
directly to affected students and families. 

Rationale 
 
Based on the current CDC guidelines for contact tracing, requiring masks for students and employees while 
indoors, with the exception of lunch, should significantly minimize quarantines and support, to the greatest 
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extent possible, regular in-person learning for students.  In addition, the CDC requires masking for students 
while riding buses. 
 
The District has demonstrated successful layered mitigation strategies, including but not limited to contact 
tracing, mask usage, hand and respiratory hygiene, physical distancing, ventilation, and cleaning and 
disinfecting. These strategies will continue to be implemented and monitored for effectiveness. 
 
The State of New York is not requiring that districts provide a remote learning option, and it is expected that the 
District will continue to be successful in ensuring a safe and healthy environment for students and employees.  
Therefore, based on that and current CDC guidelines, the number of quarantines should be minimal and the goal 
of maximizing in-person learning should be attainable. 
 
Summary 
 
While it is expected that the plan being presented will be successful if current conditions hold, maximum 
flexibility by all parties is important moving forward.  Changes in rates of transmission and/or other local data, 
effectiveness of ACSD mitigation measures and/or pedagogical approaches, or additional State or Federal 
recommendations or mandates may necessitate adjustments to the current plan.   
 
For example, current provisions for masking could relax if the community transmission moves from high to 
moderate, if mitigations measures are deemed effective, or if vaccination percentages increase.  Or, if rates 
increase and local or external decision-makers deem hybrid or remote options appropriate, less in-person 
learning opportunities could be deemed necessary to ensure for the health and safety of students, employees, 
and the community at-large. 
 
A community message has been prepared for tomorrow and can be adapted pending the outcome of tonight’s 
meeting.  Specifics of the plan will be posted online and a link to the information will be included in upcoming 
communications.  Information will be updated regularly as necessary. 
 
 


